Unit of Study: American Heritage Adapted Version of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware, Lesson 1 (can be accomplished in one 45 minute period, but may require a little extra time if this is the first time using poster/photo analyses)
Focus Question: Who and what do you see in this picture?
The Teaching Points:

· Students will use observation skills to analyze the people in the boat

· Students will use prior knowledge to identify members of the boat party

· Students will be introduced to iconic historical figures

· Students will explore the rationale of grouping these historical figures together

Why/Purpose/Connection:

Students will become familiar with iconic figures of American history, while practicing document analysis strategies.

Materials/Resources/Readings:

· American Heritage Magazine, 60th anniversary issue

· Poster of the reinterpreted Leutze painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware
· 8’x10’ color copies of illustration

· Photo/poster analysis worksheets © Education Center, National Archives, http://www.archives.gov
· Quadrant frame* for photo analysis
Model/Demonstration:

· Teacher displays the American heritage 60th anniversary edition adapted painting of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware
· Teacher distributes photo analysis or poster analysis worksheet along with quadrant frame

· Teacher initiates a conversation about the painting, enabling the KWL model of questioning. Possible questions include, but are not limited to:
· Has anyone seen this painting before?

· What is going on in this painting?

· Who is the prominent figure in this painting?

· When do you think this is taking place?

· Where is this taking place?

· Do you recognize anyone else in this painting?  
· Teacher reviews worksheets and demonstrates usage of quadrant frame

· Students work in groups to complete worksheet

· Teacher facilitates by monitoring table to table

Differentiation:

· Lower functioning: 

· Teacher facilitation of photo analysis and/or poster analysis

· Independent/high-functioning students: 
· Students will use classroom resources to read about one of the historical figures in the illustration they were familiar with through prior or shared knowledge 

· Biography selections should include:

· George Washington

· Martin Luther King, Jr.

· Mark Twain

· Franklin Delano Roosevelt

· Susan B. Anthony

· Abraham Lincoln

· Thomas Jefferson

· Chief Pontiac

· Robert  E. Lee

· Harriet Tubman

Guided Practice:
· Teacher reviews the worksheet with the class, identifying details in  

              the background and foreground, as well as overall subject matter. 

              Please be aware: Overall subject matter understanding is vital to 
             subsequent lesson.
· Students share out findings, identifying as many members of the boat      
              party as possible (teacher lists names on the board)
· Teacher writes full list of boat party on the board

· Open-ended question is posed: “Why were these people selected to be a part of this historic moment?” (Student answers should be acknowledged, but not corroborated at this point)
Independent Exploration/Practices:
· Students are instructed to research one boat party member to bring back to class

· The following question is posed, “Why do you think this particular person was placed in the boat?” (regarding the subject matter)
*quadrant frames – basically, a rectangle, with one quadrant removed to allow more detailed examination of a painting, photo, etc.

-When using a quadrant frame with a large image, a sheet of chart paper is used

-When smaller images are used, standard 8” x 10” sheets of paper can be used

