Unit of Study: American Heritage Adapted Version of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware, Lesson 2 (one 45 minute period)
Focus Question: Why were these historical figures placed in the boat?

The Teaching Points:

· Students will share out research findings of historical figures (summations of who they were and why they were important)

· Students will explain why they think their researched figure was selected for participation (ex. Albert Einstein was included because he led the nation in revolutionary scientific thought)

· Through the open reporting, students will become very familiar with all figures in the painting

· Students will further explore the rationale of grouping these historical figures together

Why/Purpose/Connection:

· Students will understand the significance of each historical figure and why they were placed together in this depiction. 

· Students will begin to defend their figure and figure’s placement in the boat.

Materials/Resources/Readings:

· American Heritage Magazine, 60th anniversary issue

· Poster of the reinterpreted Leutze painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware
· Freeform web graphic organizer (available through Ed Helper at http://www.edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm?gclid=CLixoe7-m6UCFeFM5QodmV6nIw
Model/Demonstration:

· Teacher displays the American heritage 60th anniversary edition adapted painting of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware
· Teacher creates data table on board to record student findings (data table should be in “T” chart form with multiple rows) 
· Data table should have column headings of “Historical Figure,” and “Significance/Importance”
· Teacher solicits volunteers to report their findings and records results on the data table

· Teacher should continue with recording until all figures are equally represented on the table (teacher fills in any figures that have not been researched by students)

· Briefly discuss findings as a think aloud activity
· After data table is filled in, students work in groups to “rank” the order of importance of the boat party members

Differentiation:

· Lower functioning: 

· Teacher facilitation of ranking
· Independent/high-functioning students: 

· Students will be given a task of selecting only five of the figures (excluding George Washington) for participation in the boat.
· Students must provide a one-line rationale for each of their choices.
Guided Practice:
· Teacher creates a 1-10 ranking system on the board (one ranking system should be created for each table) SMART Boards can be very helpful here in filing the different rankings, and cross referencing the final results.
· After rankings are displayed, each group begins to orally defend their choices (The teacher should assist the lower functioning group in expressing their rationale)
· Open-ended question is posed: “Who would you put on the boat?” Replies are again acknowledged, but the teacher should remain completely objective about each recommendation.  It is important not to express agreement or disagreement with any suggestions by the students. 
Independent Exploration/Practices:
· Students are instructed to research a current American figure who they think should be placed in the boat
· The following question is posed, “Why do you think this particular person should be included as part of American history?” 
Sample “ranking” system:

	Who deserves “priority seating” in the boat?

	1
	Abraham Lincoln

	2
	Chief Pontiac

	3
	Martin Luther King, Jr.

	4
	Susan B. Anthony

	5
	Franklin Delano Roosevelt

	6
	Robert E. Lee

	7
	Albert Einstein

	8
	Mark Twain

	9
	Harriet Tubman

	10
	Thomas Jefferson


