Unit of Study: American Heritage Adapted Version of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware, Lesson 3 (one 45 minute period)
Focus Question: Who do you think is a current American historical figure?

The Teaching Points:

· Students will share out their ideas of contemporary Americans that have historical significance. 

· Students will prioritize, through discussion/debate, which contemporary figures will be placed in “the boat.”

· Students will provide written rationale for the selection of their historical figure. 

Why/Purpose/Connection:

· Students will compare iconic historical figures to current historical figures

· Students will understand the differences between the significance of each figure through the accomplishments/effects that figure has achieved/caused.

Materials/Resources/Readings:

· American Heritage Magazine, 60th anniversary issue

· Poster of the reinterpreted Leutze painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware
· “T” chart graphic organizer (can be entered in notebook)
Model/Demonstration:

· Teacher displays the American heritage 60th anniversary edition adapted painting of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware
· Teacher reviews the last lesson, briefly discussing the historical figures and their contribution(s) to society
· Data table (from previous class) should be placed on the board depicting the following information: “Historical Figure,” and “Significance/Importance”

· Teacher engages discussion of student choices for contemporary historical figures
· Students break off into ten groups to discuss their choices. (Ten groups are essential as the goal is to fill the boat with ten new contemporary figures)

· Students must discuss their choices and choose one to represent their findings
· Teacher brings the group back together and lists the choices of new figures. Students must also provide some “importance/significance” to accompany their decision. (Data table should be extended at this point to accommodate new information)
Differentiation:

· Lower functioning: 

· Teacher facilitation of discussion
· Independent/high-functioning students: 

· Students engage in formal debate practice to narrow choice of historical figure 
· Students must provide a one-line rationale for each of their choices.

Guided Practice:
· Teacher compares the original adaptation with the newly-formed boat party. Comparisons are seen on the board through the extended data table. 
· Teacher engages students in discussion regarding the comparison between yesterday’s heroes and today’s heroes.
Independent Exploration/Practices:
· Students are instructed to write a comparison response between the two disparate data tables. Response (can be essay form) should include at least two comparisons between yesterday’s heroes and today’s heroes. Essay should also include a new data table choosing ten figures from the past and present to ride in the boat together.
· The following question is posed, “What would these people say to each other?” 
