Unit of Study: American Heritage Adapted Version of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware, Lesson 4 (One 45 minute period)
Focus Question: Looking at the American Heritage adaptation, what would these very different iconic American figures say to each other, while riding on the boat?

The Teaching Points:

· Students will review synopsis biographies of the original historical figures. 

· Students will share out their ideas of possible conversation topics. 

· In small groups, students will write short dialogue between two or more characters.

Why/Purpose/Connection:

· Students will begin to see iconic American figures as human beings.

· Students will learn strategies to generate a literal interpretation of the action in a historic image.

Materials/Resources/Readings:

· American Heritage Magazine, 60th anniversary issue

· Poster of the reinterpreted Leutze painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware
· “T” chart graphic organizer from previous class

· Copies of the adaptation (1 for each group)

· Dialogue bubble stickers (at least ten per group)
Model/Demonstration:

· Teacher displays the American heritage 60th anniversary edition adapted painting of Emanuel Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware
· Teacher reviews the last lesson, briefly discussing the homework assignment, soliciting student volunteers to read their list of the combined boat party members
· Teacher refers students back to the original adaptation by American Heritage
· Students are “quizzed” on the members of the party their importance/significance
· Teacher then asks “What do you think George Washington is saying in this picture at this very moment, and who is he saying it to?”

· After hearing some ideas, the teacher directs the students to work in small groups (2-4 per group) to write down some dialogue among each of the figures. Each figure must be given at least one sentence of dialogue
· As students work on creating dialogue, teacher distributes copies of the painting as well as dialogue bubble stickers
· After distribution, teacher explains how to use dialogue bubble stickers and instructs children to create dialogue on the distributed copy
· Upon completion, copies are redistributed so other groups can see what was composed by classmates
· Discussion ensues.

Differentiation:

· Lower functioning: 

· Teacher assists in writing and applying of dialogue bubbles. 
· Teacher provides a copy of the T chart indicating historical figures and their significance

· Teacher assists in providing an example

· Independent/high-functioning students: 

· Students are given a second copy to create an extended dialogue or conversation
Guided Practice:
· Teacher places the dialogue results on the bulletin board for classroom display. Children are allowed to gather around them, reading the results.
Independent Exploration/Practices:
· The following assignment is given: “You have explored what these people 

might be saying on the boat. Now, think about how they might be feeling, because in the next class, you are going to act it out.”

· Students are given the last few minutes of class to discuss the idea of what

       these figures might be feeling as well as who they would like to play in the  

       upcoming act.
