Picturing America: Politics and Elections in Ante-Bellum America using “The County Election” by George Caleb Bingham
As created by Luciano D’Orazio at PS 150X Charles James Fox School, Bronx, NY
Standards:

· SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARD I – HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES AND NEW YORK: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.
· SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARD 5 – CIVICS, CITIZENSHIP AND GOVERNMENT: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments, the governmental system of the United States and other nations, the United States Constitution, the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy, and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

· NYC ELA E1c. Read and comprehend informational materials.
· NYC ELA E2a. Produce a report of information. 
· NYC ELA E2b. Produce a response to literature.
· NYC ELA E5a. Respond to non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive and critical processes. 
Objective(s):

· Students will understand the development and aspects of elections and electoral politics in the United States during the 19th Century prior to the Civil War.
· Students will appreciate the diverse images and backgrounds of the individuals who moved into the western frontier during the 19th Century.
· Students will engage in activities designed to enhance understanding of 19th Century American political society and connect it to contemporary politics and elections.
Essential Question:
· How does a society select its leaders?

Unit/Section Questions:

· Who was George Caleb Bingham?

· What was the “West”?
· Who was eligible to vote in elections?
· Who was excluded from the political process?
· How did candidates conduct their campaigns?
· What did the electorate look like?
· How were voters drawn to the polls on Election Day?
· Were elections always fair?
· How were results reported to the general public?
· How did people spend their time in the 19th century?

· How did elections change over the course of American history?
Materials:

PowerPoint presentation on The County Election, accompanying worksheets, computer and LCD projector, supplementary texts/objects as needed.

Introduction:
This project is designed to introduce students to the electoral atmosphere of the 19th century through the works of George Caleb Bingham and other artists.  To begin, have the students discuss their own experiences with elections, politics, etc.  Focus on those aspects of elections that seemed seedy, fraudulent, unfair, or “rigged.”  
Mini-Lesson:

Use the PowerPoint presentation and use the slide(s) that cover one particular unit question.   NOTE: DO NOT use the entire presentation at once UNLESS it is a cumulative review at the end of the unit.  The presentation uses an “interactive painting” of The County Election by George Caleb Bingham.  Point your cursor towards different parts of the painting.  Clicking on different parts will link to a blow-up of that part of the painting, followed by slides of images and information that accompany the original image’s theme/concept.
 If using slides with specific artifacts (the election poster, political cartoons, news articles etc.), take the time to parse the different aspects of the artifact with the students i.e. type, handwriting, materials, age, condition, etc.

Independent Activity/Group Activity:
At certain intervals, certain slides utilize worksheets that can be completed individually or in groups.  These worksheets utilize the information from the mini lesson to further enhance understanding through graphic organizers, roleplay, art projects, creative writing, etc.
If the slides used do not have accompanying worksheets, teachers can feel free to adapt the activities in the worksheets to meet the needs of their particular mini-lesson, or create their own.

Closing/Share:
Students will share their findings and discuss any lingering questions towards the end of their lesson.  If time is constricted, have students summarize their findings and document any questions in their notebooks to be answered in the next lesson.
Culminating Activity:

The culminating project can be left to the individual student to decide.  They can choose to:
1. Re-create The County Election in a modern setting, either as a painting or diorama form.  It should come with a written explanation of how they took the 19th century setting into the 21st century.
2. Write a speech for the winning candidate in The County Election. Highlight the candidate’s accomplishments and goals for the upcoming term.
3. Create a campaign poster for the winning candidate in The County Election, using the posters in the presentation as a model.

4. Write a newspaper article covering the election pictured in the County Election.  Use the details in the painting as well as the illustrations/data from the presentation.
Have the students select their project after reviewing all the aspects of the presentation.  Make sure to monitor and conference with each student on the progress of their project.
