hanover square
Hanover Square lies a few blocks southeast of Wall Street in lower Manhattan. Today it is difficult to imagine this busy center of international commerce as a simple unpaved street in the colonial Dutch village of New Amsterdam. New Netherland was one of the largest and more productive of the Dutch colonies from 1614 to 1664. The farmer and his cow suggest the basic level of existence in this small community. Merchants talk, the goat rests, the chickens scratch out hidden seeds while an older woman, perhaps a slave, carries a bundle of sticks on her back as she trudges up William Street. In the background we can see what is now present day Brooklyn.
