manhattan, 1660
By the 1620s the Dutch had founded New Netherland. It was comprised of scattered trading forts and a central shipping hub. That hub was Manhattan. The painting depicts the city as it may have looked at the height of Dutch colonial influence. The windmill on the left of the image marks the entrance to the Hudson River. In the center of the painting is Fort Amsterdam with its dual gabled church prominently featured within the walls of the fort. The large house to the right of the fort was the residence of Pieter Stuyvesant and marked the entrance to the East River. The company ship “Trouw” approaches the city on one of its many voyages to New Amsterdam.
