Object Analysis 
Use objects that relate to current lesson/theme, can be contemporary objects or reproductions of historic objects or actual objects from the past purchased for use as handling objects.

Begin a discussion about what is history and ask students how we learn about the past.  Record answers on a board or chart pad if desired.  Explain that we can learn about history also through studying the objects left behind.  Studying these objects and observing them closely, then making some logical guesses (hypotheses) based on what we observed may be able to tell us how someone lived, what age they were, what job they had, or what they liked to do.

Pick up one of the objects you have chosen to use with the class.  Ask students to tell you all the things they notice about this object.  If they know what it is (i.e. they say , “It’s a sock”) ask them “How do you know?  What is it about this that makes you sure?” to get them to justify their answers and the source of their knowledge.  Having prior knowledge about what it is ok!

Ask students the following questions or questions similar to these:

What is this object made of?  How can you tell?

Who might have used this object?  How can you tell?

How might they have used this object?  How can you tell?

Put all these observations together.  What can you tell about the person that made or used or owned this object?
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