Excerpts from Thomas Paine’s The Crisis, No 1, December 17, 1776
A) “THESE are the times that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country but he that stands it NOW, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. 
B) Tyranny, like Hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. . . .” 
C) “I cannot see on what ground the king of Britain can look up to Heaven for help against us: A common murderer, a highwayman, or a house-breaker, has as good a pretence as he. …”

D) “…. America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars, without ceasing, will break out till that period arrives, and the Continent must in the end be conquerors; for, though the flame of liberty may sometimes cease to shine, the coal never can expire. …”
E) “I thank God that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know our situation well, and can see the way out of it. …”
F) “I call not upon a few, but upon all . . . lay your shoulders to the wheel; .... Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, come forth to meet and to repulse it. . . .” 
G) “By perseverance and fortitude we have the prospect of a glorious issue, by cowardice and submission, the sad choice of a variety of evils-- a ravaged country--a depopulated city--habituations without safety, and slavery without hope--our homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians, and a future race to provide for whose fathers we shall doubt of.”
Student Assignments
Identify the emotion(s) Paine wants the reader to feel in this passage: ____________

________________________________________________________________________

Underline the words or phrases Paine uses to convey this emotion

Circle any language used by Paine that is meant to be persuasive. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Your group’s one short sentence or phrase rewrite in plain, modern English
Thomas Paine, The Crisis, December 17, 1776
Analyzing a Historical Document: Think‑Pair‑Share PRIVATE 

 by Philip Panaritis and Brian Carlin
Student Assignments
1) Think (individually): Carefully study the excerpt from The Crisis assigned to your group,  

    and then answer the questions below: 
a) identify the emotion(s) Paine wants the reader to feel in this passage

b) underline the words or phrases Paine uses to convey this emotion
c) circle any metaphors, analogies, comparisons, or literary devices used in

your excerpt. 
2) Pair with a partner.  Exchange papers. Read his/her responses carefully, and then,
a) compare your answers and explain how you used the text to support your conclusions,

b) decide by consensus on a single group response to each of the questions above.
c) compose by consensus: a one short sentence or phrase rewrite of your excerpt in

plain, modern English

3) Share:  present and defend your group's analysis of the document to the class.

    - which big ideas/concepts in American History does the document address?
    - what (if anything) this document tells us about the role of propaganda in history?
    - are Americans today more or less susceptible to emotional appeals like this? why? 

    - what (if anything) surprised you about the document?
    - based on your knowledge of the American Revolution, was Paine’s appeal 

      successful? 
