“Picturing America”

Lesson 3- prepared by Debra Sukupa

4th Grade – PS97

Topic:        Creating a Bio-Poem based on the Midnight Ride of Paul Revere and 
                   William Dawes on April 18, 1775
Objective: -Students will gather information on historical figures in American history during the 
                   period of the American Revolution. 
                  -Students will use historical events to create a biographical poem about 

                   Paul Revere or William Dawes.
Grade 4-8

English Language Arts Connection: Students will write a poem as a response to 

                                                               literary and non-fiction text.
Images:   -Paul Revere, 1768, John Singleton Copley (laminated plate 2A) Images\Portrait by Copley.doc

    -The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, 1931, Grant Wood  (laminated plate 3A)

    -Map of routes taken by Revere and Dawes on the night of April 18, 1775
                 -Excerpted text from What was the Name of Paul Revere’s Horse?” Twenty Questions 

                  About Paul Revere - Asked and Answered by Patrick M. Leehey, Coordinator of Research 

                                                                                           Paul Revere Memorial Association
Materials:  Copies of excerpted poem- Paul Revere’s Ride by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1863



Longfellows Poem Excerpted.doc
                    Copies of poem- The Midnight Ride of William Dawes by Helen F. Moore, 1896
                                    Poem by HelenMoore ere Dawes.doc

        Students completed own Compare and Contrast Poems Worksheet 
                                   CompareContrast Poem Organizer.doc
                    Copies of excerpted text from What was the Name of Paul Revere’s Horse?” Twenty

                     Questions About Paul Revere - Asked and Answered Whats the nme of Reveres horse info.doc
                    Copies of brief biographical information about William Dawes and Paul Revere

                                   Bio Warren & Dawes.doc   BiographyRevere.doc 

        Copies of Bio-Poem Template Bio Poem Template.doc
Prior knowledge: 
-Students will have prior knowledge of historic events of the American Revolution. 
-Students will have information learned from Lessons 1and 2. 

Whole Class Procedure: 

1. Teacher will distribute copies of Bio-Poem Template, Dawes and Revere biographical information.
2.   Teacher will explain that students will be creating their own Bio-Poems for either Paul Revere 

       or William Dawes.
3.   Teacher will review poem sample and template. Teacher will use a blank chart or overhead                      

      transparency of Bio-poem Template for whole-class instruction. Select an easy, or familiar person/character.
4.   Students will begin independent work. Teacher will circulate among class to assess progress 
      of activity.
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Small Group Procedure:

-At completion of Worksheets, teacher will encourage students to discuss their sheets.
Whole Class Share and link:   Teacher will allow encourage to share their poems to the class. 
Technology Connection Extension Activity:  
-Students can use computer processing to publish their Bio-Poems.

-Teacher can assemble all students work and create a class anthology of poems for future reference.
-Teacher can use poems as a display or bulletin board.

