“Between 1865 and 1965”


When the Civil War ended in 1865 the slaves were freed from their bondage.  Quickly after 1865 the Constitution was amended, giving most citizenship rights, including voting, to Blacks.  Angered over these changes, racists in the South conspired through trickery such as “poll taxes” and “literacy tests” to keep Blacks from voting.  These racists also used violence to deny voting and other citizen rights to Blacks.  Between the 1870’s thru the 1940’s, the racists succeeded in denying full rights to Blacks.


During World War II in the 1940’s, many African-Americans fought to free peoples from other countries imprisoned by dictators such as Hitler.  After risking their lives to free others, these Black soldiers were in no mood to return to the same U.S., where their own rights were denied.  May of these ex-soldiers provided the inspiration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other civil rights leaders to do their work.


In the 1950’s and ‘60’s civil rights workers organized hundreds of marches and protests to secure rights for Blacks.  Civil rights workers, both Black and White, were met with violence, including murder, at the hands of racists who continued to keep southern Blacks down.

The March


The first attempt to march from Selma to Montgomery was on March 7, 1965.  Alabama State Police beat, trampled and bloodied the marchers and prevented the march from completing.  That day was called “Bloody Sunday.”  Afterward, Dr. King appealed to other civil rights and religious leaders to reorganize the march.  On March 21st, 3,200 marchers began in Selma and grew to 25,000 by time they reached successfully reached Montgomery.  Along the way the U.S. Army protected the marchers.  The success of this march helped convince President Lyndon Johnson to sign the Voting Rights Act on August 6, 1965, which finally gave full voting rights to African-Americans.

