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      Picturing America

Lesson Plan – “Selma-to-Montgomery March for Voting Rights, 1965”

The Teaching Point:  The students will be prepared to make personal connections to the commitment, dedication and sacrifice of civil rights workers in the 1960’s.

Materials/Resources/Readings:  Selma-to-Montgomery photo, worksheets, images, the document – “1865 to 1965” which provides a context for the photo, pencils, notebooks.

Model/Demonstration:  1.  Teacher provides context for civil rights era thru document and discussion.  2.  Introduce photo, and discuss work of photojournalists and magazines such as “Life” and “Look.”  3.  Model quadrant examination of photo.  4.  Introduce analysis worksheet and work with students to complete.  Select students to share. 

5.  Announce task:  Students will pick one person from the march; pretend to be that individual and complete brief point-of-view writing piece.  Introduce “Postcards from Alabama” and ask students to complete.  6.  Teacher models point-of-view writing. 

7.  Teacher and students share writing.

Guided Practice:  Work with students through photo analysis, worksheet completion and writing.

 Independent Exploration: Students complete point-of-view writing.

Differentiation:  Students work in groups to complete worksheets.  Teacher works with students, as needed, to complete P.O.V. writing.

Share/Closure:  Selected students to share worksheets and writing.

Assessment:  The completed worksheets and writing.

Next Steps:  Student analysis of George Caleb Bingham’s painting, “The County Election.”

