Washington Crossing the Delaware, 1851
Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze, 1816-1868, Oil on canvas, 12’ x 21’, Met. Museum
Analyzing a Painting: Think‑Pair‑Share PRIVATE 

 by Philip Panaritis and Brian Carlin
A) Brainstorm a list of "Heroes in US History”.
Create a semantic map of responses: warriors, presidents, 19th c., males, 20th c., etc. 
B) Distribute individual color copies of Leutze painting and Picturing America laminated enlargement; 
And individual copies of Painting Analysis Worksheet.

Student Assignments
1) Think (individually): Study the painting carefully and then answer the questions on the 
                                  Painting Analysis Worksheet 
2) Pair with a partner.  Exchange papers. Read his/her responses carefully, and then,
a) compare your answers and explain how you used the painting to support your conclusions,
b) decide by consensus on a single group response to each worksheet question.
3) Share:  present and defend your group's analysis of the document to the class.
    - which aspects of Heroes in US History (from our brainstorming) does this painting address,

    - which big ideas/concepts in American History this painting addresses,

    - which NY State U.S. History Theme(s) this painting addresses (see handout),

    - what (if anything) this painting tells us about the role of heroic images in history,

    - how has the audience’s reaction to this painting changed (if at all) since 1851, why? 

    - what (if anything) surprised you about the painting,

    - what the painting doesn’t tell you – i.e. (thinking-as-a-historian) questions you have.
4) Individual Homework Assignment: Integrate at least two conclusions your group presented 
    above with your knowledge of U.S. History and Gov't in a one paragraph introduction/thesis
    statement for a DBQ Part B essay where you are asked to compare and contrast (explain similarities 
    and differences) the American public’s view of patriotism then and now.
